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A city taxi ordinance 
strengthening liability insur-
ance and licensing require-
ments has created controver-
sy between city officials and 
local cab companies in recent 
weeks.
The tensions reached a new 
high this past weekend, when 
the Hotty Toddy Taxi com-
pany was cited for failing to 
display a taxi tag on one of  its 
chartered buses.
Opponents of  the law are 
becoming more vocal about 
their discontent.
Hamadi Njoroge, owner of  
Oxford Taxi, said the ordi-
nance will burden small taxi 
companies and reduce the 
availability of  cab transporta-
tion for students.
“It’s definitely going to hurt 
most of  the taxi companies 
around here because it costs 
more to insure the vehicles 
now,” he said. “Some taxi 
companies appear to be re-
ducing their vehicles already. 
The new laws have made it 
expensive for taxis to drive.”
Brandy Holden, office man-
ager at Hotty Toddy Taxi, said 
the increase in liability insur-
ance limit value from $75,000 
to $300,000 poses a threat to 
the smaller companies in par-
ticular.
“The whole entire ordi-
nance is not fair to smaller 
companies because it increas-
es liability limits on insurance 
exponentially,” she said. “If  
you impose an outrageous in-
surance rate on smaller com-
panies, they are not going to 
be able to withstand it.”
Not all cab companies are 
opposed to the new law, how-
ever. Proponents of  the ordi-
nance argue that it does raise 
standards for taxi companies 
seeking to operate in the city.
Suzanne Stoner-LaCrosse, 
owner of  Angel Taxi, said she 
supports the city’s effort to 
make the Oxford taxi market 
cleaner, safer and more eco-
nomical.
“I approve of  (the ordi-
nance) because it ensures the 
safety of  all who ride in the 
taxi and makes sure that ev-
eryone is in compliance,” she 
said.
Stoner-LaCrosse also said 
she views the costs as a wor-
thy trade-off  for the invalu-
able benefits the ordinance 
will create.
“The safety outweighs any 
cost,” she said. “We’re putting 
other people’s children in our 
taxis. We should have safety 
as our number-one rule.”
Public officials have dou-
bled down on their commit-
ment to the ordinance’s goals 
and have expressed confi-
dence that the law will have a 
positive impact.
Oxford Police Chief  Mike 
Martin said the city’s goal was 
to help the taxi industry. He 
also said he has not witnessed 
any decline in the operating 
ability of  local taxi businesses 
following the passage of  the 
ordinance.
“All the city is trying to at-
tempt is to not have fly-by-
night taxi companies come 
in, charge exorbitant rates 
and transport people without 
any insurance on their vehicle 
or in an unlicensed vehicle,” 
he said. “As far as the issue of  
numbers of  companies goes, 
it certainly hasn’t seemed to 
affect that.”
An unclear distinction 
within the law regarding the 
requirements for local charter 
buses compared to those for 
taxis has raised many ques-
tions.
Buses carrying 15 or more 
passengers are exempt from 
the new requirements found 
within the ordinance, accord-
ing to the law.
“Whether or not a company 
is operating as a bus company 
or taxi company  — that’s one 
thing up in the air right now,” 
Martin said.
Taxi companies and city officials divided over taxi ordinance
BY STEVEN WILD
swild18@gmail.com
It’s springtime in Oxford, 
which can only mean one 
thing: Ole Miss baseball. And 
right field has turned into 
a sanctuary for students to 
gather and watch the game.
With the students comes 
beer cans, which pile up 
following a home game at 
Swayze Field. Because of  this, 
the Office of  Sustainability is 
trying to promote recycling in 
right field.
The university makes an 
effort to promote recycling 
throughout campus by taking 
a green initiative every year. 
Working with Landscape Ser-
vices or the Department of  
Athletics, the Office of  Sus-
tainability successfully advo-
cates recycling on game days 
and special events.
Campus Sustainability di-
rector Jim Morrison said he 
believes students can spear-
head the recycling revolu-
tion.
“I think any time you find 
students, faculty and mem-
bers of  the university and 
community being a catalyst 
for getting some of  these proj-
ects going, you find them a bit 
more successful,” he said.
Simply putting recycling 
bins out in right field is not 
enough, however. 
The only way the program 
can be successful is to have 
students put forth the effort 
to recycle.
“If  students really want to 
be involved, call the Office of  
Sustainability and let them 
know that it should be a pri-
ority,” said Tyler Biggs, Asso-
ciated Student Body director 
of  facilities.
The ASB thought of  the 
idea during a brainstorming 
session, Biggs said. Now it is 
just a matter of  gaining sup-
port throughout campus.
If  keeping campus clean is 
not enough incentive, think of  
the money that can be made. 
Recycling the mass amount 
of  cans left in right field could 
generate a lot of  money while 
keeping the right field clean 
at the same time. 
For more information, visit 
the Office of  Sustainabil-
ity’s website at http://www.
olemiss.edu/green/aboutus.
html. To get involved with the 
project, contact the ASB at 
asb@olemiss.edu.
ASB and Sustainability seek to promote recycling in right field
BY HOUSTON BROCK
jhbrock92@gmail.com
INFORGRAPHIC BY CAIN MADDEN | The Daily Mississippian
ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian
The Associated Student Body is making an effort to start recycling in the right field student 
section at Oxford University Stadium.
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Recently, a fervent and impas-
sioned debate hit both houses of  
Congress. It has caused hours of  
contentious discussions and set 
the political blogopshere on fire. 
However, this debate isn’t about 
the national debt, the unemploy-
ment rate, Syria or even our 
continued military presence in 
Afghanistan. Nope, this debate is 
about whether or not insurance 
is required to cover contracep-
tion. 
This current uproar continues 
to prove that there is a discon-
nect between our elected repre-
sentatives and the public, a fun-
damental misunderstanding of  
women’s health issues and per-
haps the biggest case of  having 
way bigger fish to fry.
The kerfuffle over insurance 
covering contraception comes 
in the wake of  a debate over 
whether Catholic-affiliated orga-
nizations, such as hospitals and 
charities, have to offer their em-
ployees the option of  contracep-
tion in their insurance coverage. 
As a part of  the 2009 health care 
reform, employers had to offer 
the option. However, a measure 
put forth by Missouri Sen. Roy 
Blunt that would enable em-
ployers to opt out of  any cover-
age that went against religious 
or ethical beliefs could come to 
the Senate floor as early as next 
week.
Blunt and proposal supporters 
contend that their main concern 
is for religious organizations and 
that they don’t want to support 
a law that forces those organiza-
tions to do something with which 
they fundamentally disagree. 
While this is a noble interpreta-
tion of  the exercise of  religious 
freedom, Blunt has forgotten 
who’s on the losing end of  this 
equation: women. An entire 
gender — 50 percent of  the vot-
ing population — is ultimately 
hurt by this bill.
The other problem with this 
issue is that it is being dispropor-
tionately decided by people with-
out a dog in this fight. Currently, 
only 17 percent of  both houses 
of  Congress is female. That 
means the other 83 percent have 
never experienced relying on 
insurance to have access to con-
traception. Eighty-three percent 
of  the body that has the power 
to enact this legislation has never 
known what it’s like to have their 
bodily and medical autonomy 
challenged. 
The vast majority of  Congress 
is able to pick up contraception 
from any drugstore, gas station 
or bar vending machine of  their 
choosing. They won’t know what 
it means to have to go to a doctor 
for an exam and a prescription 
for that same control over their 
reproductive rights. 
There’s just a fundamental 
misunderstanding over the real-
life implications of  this law, when 
those most affected have the least 
amount of  say.
Essentially, if  we look back at 
the intent of  the original 2009 
health care reform, the employer 
insurance mandates were to en-
sure employers couldn’t deny ac-
cess to health care for capricious 
and arbitrary reasons. All this 
legislation does is reverse that, 
with potentially far-reaching and 
damaging consequences. 
Religious beliefs have no place 
in a debate about health insur-
ance coverage.
It’s an obvious statement that 
this country is currently facing a 
lot of  problems. The economy 
and international relations con-
cerns should be at the forefront 
of  every politician’s mind. Creat-
ing jobs, reducing the deficit — 
those are policy points that affect 
the quality of  life for everyone. 
Access to birth control doesn’t; 
this legislation limits the rights of  
a certain subset of  employees. 
It doesn’t solve any problems, it 
merely creates them.
This is perhaps the largest indi-
cation of  the disconnect between 
the legislature and the public — 
the creation of  problems where 
none existed. Surely Congress 
has more important things to be 
debating than contraception; all 
this debate has done is obscured 
the real issues and stymied actual 
progress.
In the name of  protecting the 
free exercise of  religion, law-
makers have introduced a bill 
that may protect an overly broad 
reading of  that right while hurt-
ing women and limiting their 
access to medical care and au-
tonomy. 
At the end of  the day, this is a 
matter of  constitutional and case 
law interpretation. Is it more im-
portant to allow religious organi-
zations to employ their right to 
freedom of  exercise at the ex-
pense of  women’s health? Or is 
it more important to secure the 
rights of  medical autonomy, pri-
vacy and equality by defeating 
this legislation? 
Lawmakers would do well to 
remember that religious orga-
nizations can’t vote, but women 
sure can.
Brittany Sharkey is a second-year 
law student from Oceanside, Calif. 
Follow her on Twitter @brittanyshar-
key.
The battle over birth control
BY BRITTANY SHARKEY
brittsharkey@gmail.com
Beer laws in the state of  Mis-
sissippi are hurting people, small 
businesses and the economy.
There is currently a law in 
Mississippi preventing the sale 
of  beer that is greater than 5 
percent alcohol by weight. This 
is an archaic law that has no 
use in Mississippi other than 
inhibiting businesses from be-
ing as successful as possible 
and preventing beer drinkers in 
Mississippi from drinking high-
quality beer.
Right now it is legal to pur-
chase liquor in excess of  40 
percent alcohol by weight 
throughout Mississippi and to 
purchase wine of  much great-
er than 5 percent alcohol by 
weight. There is no reason why 
such a cap should be placed on 
beer purchase.
Raise Your Pints is a Missis-
sippi grassroots campaign with 
the goal of  raising the legally 
allowable alcohol by weight 
content in the state of  Missis-
sippi from 5 percent to 8 per-
cent. No other state has such 
extremely limited laws regard-
ing beer sales. 
In neighboring Alabama, the 
cap is above 10 percent alcohol 
by weight. In Arkansas, there is 
no limit to the alcohol by weight 
of  beer.
In fact, across the country, the 
lowest limit of  alcohol content 
by weight outside of  Mississippi 
is over 10 percent.
The current law keeps Mis-
sissippians from enjoying nearly 
all craft-brewed beers. Accord-
ing to Raise Your Pints, none of  
the top 100 beers on BeerAdvo-
cate, a beer enthusiast website, 
are available for sale in the state 
of  Mississippi. This means that 
if  consumers want specialty 
beers, they must go to another 
state, taking money away from 
our economy. This hurts not 
only stores that sell beer, but 
also local restaurants. Allowing 
restaurants to sell craft beers 
would help drive sales and help 
Mississippi thrive.
Further, the current law not 
only prevents the sale of  alco-
hol of  greater than 5 percent 
ABW, it also prohibits brewer-
ies from even brewing beer of  
that strength for sale outside of  
the state. This has hurt local 
breweries. 
South Mississippi’s Lazy 
Magnolia Brewery has come 
out in favor of  changing the 
laws, as the law has directly 
prevented them from increas-
ing their sales, reach and their 
staff. There was an Alabama 
distributor who wanted to sell 
their beer, but at a higher al-
cohol content. Due to the law, 
Lazy Magnolia couldn’t pro-
vide them with the beer, so 
the distributor was forced to 
use another brewery. This cost 
Lazy Magnolia and the state of  
Mississippi several jobs. This is 
just one example of  business di-
rectly leaving the state of  Mis-
sissippi due to a law in need of  
an update.
The Raise Your Pints bill has 
failed in each of  the past five 
years, but it is time to change. 
The bill has already been sup-
ported by Anheuser-Busch, 
Lazy Magnolia, Yazoo Brewery 
and many other craft breweries 
from across the country, as well 
as by many Mississippi restau-
rants. Now is the time to con-
tact your local state senator and 
state representative. Let them 
know you support Senate bills 
2878 and 1422 and House bills 
26 and 543.
Jay Nogami is a sophomore public 
policy leadership major from Denver, 
Colo. Follow him on Twitter @Jay-
TNogami.
Archaic beer laws in Mississippi need to go
BY JAY NOGAMI
jaynog11@gmail.com








The Study of Nails by Chris Le & Lena
9:30 am - 7:00 pm
Monday  - Saturday
You’ve Been Working Out for Spring Break to Look like a Hottie,
Come and Get Your Nails Done to Match Your Beach Body.
Holland, Nicki Minaj
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NEW 
Fulbright Grant Workshop
Today at 4:00 p.m.
Room 308
Honors College 
A Research or Teaching Year 
Abroad for Students in Any Field:  
What Does It Take?
     For information or for assistance related to
    a disability, contact onsa@olemiss.edu,   
Office of National Scholarship Advisement
The Eightfold Path is one of  the 
principal Buddhism teachings; it is 
the pathway to “enlightenment.” 
One of  these eight tenets is 
“Right Mindfulness,” which in-
structs Buddhists to be actively 
engaged in every activity they per-
form while they are performing it. 
This teaching enables every action 
to become meditation. One exam-
ple of  this is “walking meditation,” 
which encourages the practitioner 
to focus only on walking when he 
or she is walking, but right mind-
fulness can be found in everything 
— when you wash dishes, know 
you are washing dishes; when you 
listen to your friend talk, listen to 
your friend talk, etc.
Mindfulness as a concept is easy 
to understand, but it is so difficult 
to actually practice. We are con-
stantly in a hurry; at least, I am. 
I wake up in the morning and I 
instantly begin thinking of  every-
thing I need to do that day. I would 
die if  I lost my planner; I set four 
alarms on my phone every morn-
ing to be sure I wake up in time 
to finish last-minute assignments 
and get ready for my day. But I’m 
beginning to realize this constant 
hurry does not help me gain time. 
I end up losing it.
In her book “One Thousand 
Gifts,” Ann Voskamp (farmer’s 
wife, blogger, mother of  six, writer 
extraordinaire) talks about the 
constant hustle and bustle of  her 
own life and the effects it had on 
her mental state. In her book, she 
takes on the task of  writing down 
1,000 things God has blessed her 
with as an act of  thanksgiving. It 
sounds a little cliche, but her in-
sight is wise. She begins to realize 
her hurrying stops her from seeing 
the beauty around her. 
So, she does the unthinkable — 
she slows down. Voskamp reaches 
her own enlightenment of  sorts; 
she writes, “Calm. Haste makes 
waste. Life is not an emergency. 
Life is brief  and it is fleeting but 
it is not an emergency.” And as I 
read these words, it was as if  a veil 
was lifted in my own mind. Life is 
not an emergency. How have I not 
realized this before? School and 
work and a social life are great, but 
they are not emergencies. 
When we rush through life, we 
lose time. No one reaches the end 
of  his or her life and is grateful he 
or she rushed through everything. 
Instead, we reach the end of  our 
lives thankful for the moments 
during which we took the time 
to slow down and appreciate the 
world around us. 
Yes, the world is ugly sometimes. 
Sometimes people are cruel; some-
times bad things happen that we 
don’t understand. More often, life 
is beautiful if  we see it.
When we slow down to notice 
the blooming daffodils, friends 
laughing with one another, blue 
skies, we begin to see that the 
bumper stickers are right — life is 
good. A full life is one lived in the 
present moment, not one lived in 
next week’s test or future careers. 
When you walk, know you are 
walking. When you listen, really 
listen. When you live, really live.
Megan Massey is a junior religious 
studies major from Mount Olive. Follow 
her on Twitter @megan_massey.
Stop to smell the roses – don’t let life pass you by
BY MEGAN MASSEY
memassey1848@gmail.com
So I finally got all settled in the 
ASB office — all my favorite-
looking books arranged on my 
bookshelf, a pillow under my desk 
George Costanza-style and my 
top Far Side cartoons on the door 
— when I’m told I have to pack 
up soon and find somewhere else 
to take mid-afternoon naps with-
out risking social ostracism. 
Though the year has passed too 
quickly for my liking, I am excited 
to pass the ASB torch to president-
elect Kim Dandridge on March 
29. As we prepare for that transi-
tion, I want to update you on the 
goals I set out to accomplish when 
I took office last April. 
I can’t fit all this into a single col-
umn (or two), but you can visit our 
website, www.olemiss.edu/asb, to 
read a full report. Here are a few 
highlights:
Platform goals we accom-
plished:
1. Free Scantrons for all students 
— Scantrons are available for all 
students through several depart-
ments and schools, at the library 
circulation desks and in the ASB 
office, Union 408. 
2. Free admission to men’s bas-
ketball and baseball games — stu-
dents paid $48 for season basket-
ball and $68 for season baseball 
tickets in 2010 if  they did not have 
an All-Sports pass.  
3. Wireless printing in Weir Hall 
and the Student Union — you can 
print from your laptop anywhere 
on campus and pick up your doc-
ument at the printer in the Union 
lobby or at Weir Hall. 
4. Revamped ASB Website — 
went from being pretty dysfunc-
tional to ... well, just check it out. 
5. Re-evaluated plus/minus 
grading — working with adminis-
trators on a couple of  issues with 
the grading system and hoping to 
reach a favorable resolution soon. 
6. Increased ASB budget and 
doubled amount of  money given 
to student organizations — re-
ceived a 50 percent bump to 
$100,000 and allocated $50,000-
plus to student organizations, by 
far the most ever.
7. Improved ASB’s presence on 
campus — received lots of  cover-
age in The DM, boosted our so-
cial media presence, set up a tent 
at football and baseball games 
and have hosted a number of  fun 
events and initiatives throughout 
the year.
Platform goals in prog-
ress:
1. Outdoor basketball court — 
still weaving through the logistics, 
but the funding is there and hope-
fully the ball will be rolling (bounc-
ing?) soon.
2. Smoothie location on cam-
pus — had a recent development 
on this and hope to make progress 
very soon, so stay tuned. 
3. Revamping Rebel Pedals — 
made progress by giving away a 
number of  refurbished bikes to 
students, and an influx of  rental 
bikes is in the works.
My administration will continue 
working until March 29 when they 
officially kick us out. Expect some 
more chances to win prizes, eat free 
food and interact with new people. 
Thank you for letting me serve as 
your president this year. It’s been 
a really awesome journey. Let me 
know if  I can do anything for you.
ASB president: report on platform goals
This is part one of a two part series in which Associated Student Body president Taylor McGraw updates the student body 
on the goals he set out to accomplish and other initiatives the ASB managed to accomplish along the way. Tomorrow’s 
column will focus on 15 other accomplishments. Follow him on Twitter @taylor_mcgraw and the ASB @OleMissASB.
BY TAYLOR MCGRAW
tmmcgraw@olemiss.edu
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Three small-town Mississippi 
editors spoke to a crowd of  as-
piring journalists at the Overby 
Center for Southern Journalism 
and Politics on Wednesday about 
how they are able to keep their 
papers afloat, especially during a 
time when people are under the 
impression that the newspaper 
industry is dying.
Jim Prince of  the Neshoba 
Democrat, Luke Lampton of  
the Magnolia Gazette and Bill 
Jacobs of  The Daily Leader of  
Brookhaven joined journalism 
professor and panel moderator 
Deborah Wenger to discuss the 
future of  newspapers.
Prince said he thinks communi-
ty newspapers will stick around.
“Newspapers are alive and 
well,” he said. “It’s the economy 
that’s sick. You can’t fix newspa-
pers until you fix the economy.”
All three editors said they be-
lieve that for a small-time news-
paper to survive, the community 
it serves must play a big part, with 
Prince adding that newspapers 
are only as good as the commu-
nity they serve.
“The (Neshoba) Democrat is 
just a part of  the fabric of  the 
community,” he said.
The key to any newspaper’s 
survival in the community, Lamp-
ton said, is keeping the readers 
happy.
“What the Gazette does is it 
gives the local folks something 
good to read,” he said. “That’s 
what a local paper should do.”
During their times as editors, 
each panelist has had to face is-
sues that put the paper in the 
spotlight.
Reflecting upon on his time at 
the Gazette, Lampton recalled a 
national disaster that tested the 
strength of  newspapers across 
the coast of  Mississippi and Loui-
siana: Hurricane Katrina. Lamp-
ton said the disaster showed the 
importance of  having a rural 
paper.
“I don’t know of  any papers 
that didn’t scrape together and 
print,” he said. “I think that’s a 
testament to ours as well as other 
papers.”
Jacobs said when he started 
The Daily Leader, the Mississip-
pi School of  Arts in Brookhaven 
and its campus were in tatters. 
The Daily Leader, along with 
the community, helped create a 
movement that made its way to 
Capitol Hill in Jackson, and in 
the latter part of  2008, the school 
received a $6 to $7 million in-
crease in funding.
“We created a vision,” Jacobs 
said. “The community created a 
vision. And we took that vision to 
Jackson and watched it grow.”
Prince recalled a tragic event 
that also hit home in Oxford — 
a car accident in October that 
claimed the lives of  three Ole 
Miss students, Sam Clayton Kel-
ly, 18,  Walker Kelly, 19, and Ma-
son Wilbanks, 19, who have since 
been inducted into the Kappa 
Alpha Order posthumously.
“The death of  three Ole Miss 
students was the most highly 
viewed issue in Madison County 
Journal’s history,” Prince said. 
“One of  our most-read papers 
ever — digital and print.”
The editors said moments like 
these cause the community to 
rely most heavily on their local 
newspapers.
Even though he doesn’t work 
for The New York Times or Wall 
Street Journal, Prince said he is 
just fine where he is.
“There is not a more reward-
ing profession, outside of  the 
ministry or medicine, than pub-
lishing a small-town newspaper,” 
he said.
Editors stress that local newspapers are still alive
BY JACOB BATTE
thedmnews@gmail.com
The Mississippi Department 
of  Transportation has been 
working with the city of  Ox-
ford on planned road construc-
tion on Highway 6, as well as a 
few other projects.
However, the project to turn 
the Old Taylor Road/Highway 
6 intersection into a round-
about is facing some difficul-
ties. Richard Allen, MDOT 
District 2 manager, told the 
Oxford Eagle there are some 
snags in the process.
“The project is not dead,” 
he said. 
“We are still studying it and 
trying to come up with some 
less expensive alternative so-
lutions and settle on a final 
layout that causes the least 
amount of  problems.”
Last year, MDOT tried to 
lump a Highway 6 intersec-
tion project in with some oth-
er projects for the city. MDOT 
presented the city and county 
with a Memorandum of  Un-
derstanding that combined the 
highway project with two oth-
ers — a road connecting West 
Oxford Loop to County Road 
314, or Old Sardis Road, near 
FNC Park, and roundabouts 
on the Old Taylor Road exit 
off  Highway 6.
MDOT officials said there is 
no timetable, but the projects 
could be delayed up to three 
years.
An active project on High-
way 6 in Oxford right now is 
east of  town at County Road 
415 to the Ponotoc County 
line, which would connect the 
county road to the West Ox-
ford Loop. 
The project is in its’ final 
stages and is close to comple-
tion, according to project en-
gineer, Will Neill. The comple-
tion date is June 29 but Neill 
believes it will be completed 
before then.
“That project is kind of  in 
its’ dying stages and I would 
be surprised if  it’s not done by 
the end of  March,” he said. 
“That’s an educated guess 
but they don’t have that much 
more to do.”
There is a possible road 
overlay project on Highway 7 
that could begin construction 
in April. It will stretch from 
the Highway 30 intersection 
all the way to the Tallahatchie 
River bridge.
One major project MDOT 
may start working on soon in-
volves replacing some bridges 
on County Road 328. Con-
struction is not expected to 
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Jim Prince talks about the role of The Neshoba Democrat in the community of Philadelphia, Miss.
and Kirksey, sophomore catcher 
Will Allen ripped a 2-RBI single 
into center field.  
Then the Tigers walked fresh-
man DH Sikes Orvis and sopho-
more shortstop Austin Anderson 
before a snap throw from the 
Jackson State catcher down to 
first base sailed down the right 
field line to score Kirksey. Later in 
the inning, Allen scored on a wild 
pitch to extend the lead to 7-1. 
But Ole Miss wasn’t finished.  
In the sixth inning, Kirksey add-
ed to his RBI total by bringing in 
a couple more base runners on a 
double off  the left field wall. The 
West Monroe, La., native ended 
the day 2-for-3 with five RBIs.  
“It was a big night from Kirk-
sey,” Bianco said. “He gave us 
some separation.”  
Immediately following the 
double, Allen was hit by a pitch, 
Orvis and junior outfielder Tan-
ner Mathis walked to make it a 
10-1 game.  
Freshman right-handed pitch-
er Hawtin Buchanan saw his first 
action of  his career pitching one 
complete inning giving up no 
runs and no hits while striking out 
two Jackson State batters. 
In the seventh, the Diamond 
Rebels added a run on a double-
play ball by freshman outfielder 
Will Jamison with the bases load-
ed.  
Senior left-hander Jon Andy 
Scott also got his first appear-
ance of  the year. The Booneville 
native went 1.0 innings giving 
up no runs and no hits. Sopho-
more right-handed pitcher closed 
things up for the Rebels going 1.0 
innings shutting the Tigers in the 
ninth surrendering just one hit.  
Ole Miss added two more runs 
in the eighth on a pinch-hit home 
run from junior catcher Kody 
Sepulveda to end the scoring for 
the day. 
Ole Miss begins a three game 
series with Miami (OH) (3-3) on 
Friday with first pitch scheduled 
for 6:30 p.m. at Swayze Field.
BASEBALL, 
continued from page 8
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Fiery is the way coach Windy 
Thees chose to describe her-
self. 
“I’m pretty fiery. If  I get 
mad, it’s like it flashes hot real 
fast, and when I get excited, it 
flashes excitement real fast,” 
Thees said.
Thees got her start at a 
young age; her older brother 
played baseball, her older sis-
ter played softball and her 
parents coached their teams 
and were the presidents of  the 
Little League.
“I didn’t play other sports 
until I got to junior high and 
high school,” Thees said. 
“Then I played volleyball and 
ran track, but softball was al-
ways what I was best at.”
She found her position as a 
catcher early on. 
“It’s a family tradition,” 
Thees said.
Her great-grandfather and 
grandfather both played mi-
nor-league baseball as catch-
ers. Her cousin Rick played for 
the Montreal Expos and Los 
Angeles Angels Minor League 
organizations and eventually 
became the bullpen catcher 
for the Angels Major League 
team.
When Thees was young, her 
parents signed her and her 
sister up for pitching lessons. 
It was there that Thees found 
her niche.
“When we were both tak-
ing pitching lessons, she would 
pitch first while I caught her 
and when she was done I 
would have to pitch, but I was 
so tired that I just caught her,” 
Thees said. “After a while I was 
like, ‘Can I just catch because 
I feel like I’m getting the shaft 
here?’”
Thees went on to play for 
Florida State University from 
1993-97, where she started 
as a catcher and second base-
man. She moved to second 
base permanently for her final 
three years, but Thees always 
loved catching.
“I love all the nuances of  it; 
I loved feeling that I was the 
reason strikes were called and 
balls were called and when I 
made mistakes back there,” 
she said. “You are just in the 
game so much.”
Thees helped lead the Semi-
noles to three ACC Cham-
pionships and made the All-
ACC Tournament Team 
twice. She was also voted the 
team’s most inspirational play-
er all four seasons and served 
as team captain her senior year 
in 1997.
When Thees graduated from 
FSU, softball was not a profes-
sional sport and the United 
States had just begun its en-
trance into the Olympics.
“No one played after col-
lege,” she said. “You played 
church-league slowpitch or 
beer-league slowpitch.” 
Thees went on to find that 
her passion for softball was too 
great to let go or do anything 
else and decided to share her 
passion with others her passion 
by coaching.
“I love the game, and I 
couldn’t imagine putting up 
my cleats or my glove and 
never taking them out again; 
I’ve done it since I was 5,” she 
said. “So I was like, I’ll do it 
for a little while. I’m still try-
ing to figure out what I want to 
be when I grow up, but I figure 
for now it’s coaching.”
Thees got her head coaching 
start at Georgia College and 
State University, where she led 
the school to a 163-92 overall 
record and a runner-up fin-
ish in the Division II National 
Championship in 2003. She 
was then hired by Memphis in 
2005, where she built the Lady 
Tigers softball program from 
the ground up and compiled 
a 184-154 overall record for 
the six years that she coached. 
In her final year at Memphis, 
Thees led the Lady Tigers to 
a 36-14 record and a NCAA 
berth. 
On June 30, 2011, Athlet-
ics Director Pete Boone an-
nounced that Thees would be 
the new coach for the Ole Miss 
softball Rebels.
“I always want to be with the 
best; isn’t that why we do any-
thing we want to do because we 
want to be the best at it?” she 
said. “This is the best league 
arguably in the country.”
Thees inherited a team that 
only won 14 games last year 
and is now 5-4, beating oppo-
nents by more than two runs 
per game.
“Hungry,” she said as she 
described the team. “They are 
hungry for excellence, and as 
long as they stay hungry, we 
are going to keep getting bet-
ter throughout the year.”
A hungry team, a fiery coach and a softball season
BY JOSH HOLLINGSHEAD
conner.josh12@gmail.com
JOSH HOLLINGSHEAD | The Daily Mississippian
Softball head Coach Windy Thees getting some throwing in during practice
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Buy one Bucket of Range Balls & get one Free with this Ad
 Expires: 3/6/12  not valid with other discounts
ApArtment for rent
AAA self storAge
Climate and non-climate units 5x5 to 
10x20 closest to campus 662-513-0199 
www.myoxfordstorage.com
newly renovAted! Single student 
rental only. 1 bedroom with study. 2950 
S. Lamar $430 month. (662)934-2728-
or(662)832-2728 
townhome $800 per month 
2bd/2ba. Available immediately. Big 
kitchen and bedrooms. Great location. 
No pets (662)369-5531 
House for rent
AvAIlABle now 4BD/2BTH $750.00
2BD/1BTH $550 PP Lafayette Land 
(662)513-0011 
1Br/1BA, 2Br/2BA, 3Br/3BA Houses 
for Rent. Includes all Full Size Appli-
ances, Daily Garbage Pick Up, Secu-
rity System, Internet, Expanded Basic 
Cable, Water/ Sewer, as well as all 
maintenance. Call 662-236-7736 or 
662-832-2428. 
BrAnd new luxury 2Br/2 BA 
Houses available August 1st: Includes 
all appliances, ice maker, security sys-
tem, front porch with swing, patio and 
much more. Don’t miss out on Keystone 
Cottages ll. Limited houses remain. Call 
662-236-7736 or 662-832-2428. 
4 Bdrm/ 3 BA, All appliances, $1150 
per mo. Avail. Aug. 1st (662)236-3100 
3 Bdrm/ 3 BA, carport, All applianc-
es, $900 per month. Avail. Aug. 1st. 
(662)236-3100 
Condo for rent
town house 2Br 1.5 Bath walk to 
square, free cable and internet, pool, 
fitness center. Available April1, $925 
month, plus security deposit. Call Bruce 
404-434-8056 
molly BArr trAIls now leasing for 
summer/fall 2012. Brand new 2BR/2BA 
condo with all appliances, W/D, state of 
the art gym and swimming pool. Closest 
location to campus and square. $550 
per bed space including cable, internet, 
water, sewer. (662)-816-8800 
4 Bedroom fully furnished con-
do available for summer beginning 
May15th - August 31st. Call for pricing 
(662)473-6375 
Weekend rentAl
weekend rentAls Football avail-




 Place your classified ad with the Daily 
Mississippian today! www.thedmonline.
com and click on the classified tab. 
(662)915-5503 
misCellAneous
pregnAnCy test Center Preg-
nancy Testing... Limited Ultrasound... 




BArtendIng $250/ Day Potential
No Experience Necessary. Training 
Available. 1-800-965-6520 Ext 155
  
studentpAyouts.Com Paid Sur-
vey Takers Needed In Oxford. 100% 
FREE To Join! Click On Surveys. 
mAssAge therApIst wAnted 
Send resume to Therapeutic Bliss 405 
Galleria Ln, Suite A 38655 Therapeu-
ticBliss.com (662)234-3400 
eBAy: Retail business looking to hire a 
part time very experienced eBay seller 
with proven success. Contact (662)816-
0876 
pets for sAle
greAt dAne puppIes CKC merles. 
8 weeks. First shots and wormed. $400. 
Call (662)274-4904. 
greAt dAne puppIes CKC. All Col-
ors. 6 Weeks. First Shots and Wormed. 
$400-$500. 662-274-4904 
Garfield           By Jim davis
The fusco BroThers          By J.c. duffy
NoN sequiTur                                       By Wiley
dilBerT                                By scoTT adams
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CLASSIFIEDS 
INFORMATION
To place your ad in The 
Daily Mississippian 
Classifieds section, visit: 
http://www.thedmonline.
com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
day in advance.  The Daily Mis-
sissippian is published Monday 
through Friday year round, 
when school is in session. 
Classified ads must be 
prepaid.
All major credit cards ac-
cepted.
RATES:
- $ . 25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run 
Additional Features 
(Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $ . 50 per 
word 
To place your ad online:
www.thedmonline.com/classifieds
The DM reserves the right to 
refuse ads that appear to of-
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SPORTS
8
please  drink  responsibly
$15 Shrimp & GritS
and $3 quartS!
Live music - no Cover
Live Coaches  Show  
with andy  Kennedy  at  7
daily Lunch Specials
half poboy + side $6
half pasta + side $6 
downstairsDownstairs
Downstairs
The No. 16 Ole Miss baseball 
team (7-1) took advantage of  three 
Jackson State (3-5) errors to run 
away with a 13-1 win Wednesday. 
“I just thought it was a really well 
played game by us tonight,” head 
coach Mike Bianco said. “It was a 
clean game. A lot of  guys got in 
for their first time either this year 
or in their career. Usually when 
that happens, there’s some good 
and bad but more good tonight.” 
The Rebels struck first on a 
three-run home run from senior 
outfielder Zach Kirksey, which 
was set up by a Jackson State er-
ror and a single from Junior third 
baseman Andrew Mistone in the 
second inning.  
Jackson State answered back im-
mediately when shortstop Glenn 
Walker drove in a run on with a 
two-out double. From there, fresh-
man starter Josh Laxer would 
settle down. The Madison native 
finished the day with 4.0 innings 
of  work giving up one run on five 
hits while striking out one batter 
despite working through some 
tough situations.  
“I liked that he hung in there,” 
Bianco said of  Laxer. “I don’t 
think he didn’t have his best stuff, 
certainly early in the game where 
it was 0-0 or 3-1. I thought they 
(Jackson State) put themselves into 
some positions to score runs, but 
he hung in there. He continued 
to throw the ball in the strike zone 
and work hard.”  
In relief  of  Laxer, junior Tanner 
Bailey held down Jackson State go-
ing 2.0 innings giving up no runs 
and no hits with four strikeouts.  
Then Ole Miss added four 
runs in the fifth to break the game 
open.
Following a leadoff  hit by fresh-
man outfielder Auston Bousfield 
coupled with walks by Junior sec-
ond baseman Alex Yarbrough 
No. 16 Diamond Rebels debut fresh faces in 13-1 route of Jackson State
BY DAVID COLLIER
dlcollie@olemiss.edu
ALEX EDWARDS | The Daily Mississippian
Senior outfielder Zach Kirksey is greeted at home after hitting the game winning 3-run 
homer in the Rebels’ 13-1 win over Jackson State.
See BASEBALL, PAGE 4
